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Regular Meeting of the City Council

May 11, 2021

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. via remote.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, LaForest, Oleskiewicz,
Wilkinson. Absent: Lamb, Sweeney.

Start of the meeting was delayed to accommodate technical difficulties; the webinar was only
available through audio.

Councilor LaForest read the following statement regarding COVID-19. Pursuant to Governor
Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c.
30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of
people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North Adams City Council is being
conducted via remote participation and in City Council Chambers. No in-person attendance of
members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public
can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A moment of silence was held to honor Cecilia Bolus, long time cafeteria manager at the East
School, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilor LaForest called for approval of the minutes for the May 11, 2021 meeting. On the
motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Blackmer, the minutes were approved.

Councilor LaForest called for hearing of visitors. There were no visitors wishing to speak.

11,966 The President presented the Mayor’s communication #29, recommending the
reappointment of Anna Farrington to the North Adams Public Arts Commission
for a term to expire May 1, 2025.

On motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, duly seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED: to
approve the reappointment by yea and nay vote: yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Hopkins,
LaForest, and Oleskiewicz; no nays.
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The President called for anyone wishing to speak in Open Forum. Hearing none, the President

called for Committee reports.

Councilor Bona stated that the Public Services Committee met twice to discuss fees and fines.

He stated that the Committee will bring forward any updates.

Councilor Blackmer stated that the General Government Committee met and will bring forward

the evidence on the zoning at the next meeting.

Councilor Oleskiewicz stated that Mr. Marino and Roger Eurbin from the Hillside Group are

looking for volunteers to help place 3,000 flags on veteran’s graves in Southview Cemetery.

Volunteers are asked to meet behind the skating rink at 9:30 am on Saturday, May 15.

Councilor Blackmer thanked Anna Farrington and the businesses on Eagle Street for all the

effort put forth to create and launch the First Friday initiative in the City. First Fridays will
continue on the first Friday of each month through the summer and fall. Councilor Oleskiewicz

further supported Councilor Blackmer’ s acknowledgement.

On motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, duly seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED: to
adjourn at 7:44 pm.

A True Record / /
Attest, /

(s)tathleen frling
City Clerk
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